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Brown Jr. Ps and Deer Park Jr/Sr Ps 
Program Area Review Team – Public Meeting 

April 3, 2017, 6:30pm -8:30pm 
Hodgson Sr. Ps. (Gym) 

                      
 
  
 
 
 
 

Attendees: Superintendent Ian Allison, Trustee Shelley Laskin, Kirsten Johnston – Coordinator French as a Second Language, Jeff Latto – Senior Manager 
Major Capital Projects, Louise Humphreys – Manager Child Care Services, Bill Wallace – Education Planning Coordinator, Joyce Kwong – 
Educational Planning Officer, Jessica Feldberg, Principal – Brown JPS, Christine Pouliot, Vice Principal – Brown JPS, William Waldman, 
Principal – Deer Park Jr/Sr Ps, Dimitra Kappos, Parent Rep. (Brown JPS), Christol Connolly, Parent Rep. (Deer Park Jr/Sr PS), Elizabeth 
MacLachlan, Parent Rep. (Deer Park Jr/Sr. Ps) 

  

Item / Presenter Discussion Attachments / Actions / 
Results 

Welcome & Introductions: 
Ian Allison – Superintendent LN2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ian began by acknowledging the Ancestral Lands and Territories of the school.  
He acknowledged that this school is situated upon traditional territories that 
include the Wendat Anishinabek Nation, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the 
Mississauga of the New Credit First Nations and the Metis Nation.  He also 
recognized the enduring presence of Aboriginal peoples on this land. 
 
He then went on to introduce the members of the Program Area Review Team 
and the Support Staff that are supporting the review. 

 

Objective of Meeting: 
Joyce Kwong/Ian Allison 
 

Ian explained the process that was approved in 2014 (and updated yearly) 
regarding the studies that have been undertaken to resolve accommodation 
pressures in the mid-town area of Toronto.  This study (Yonge/Eglinton Program 
Review) was completed in 2015.  The Whitney/Rosedale/Deer Park Program 
Area Review was completed in 2016. 
 
Ian went on to explain the two studies that have been grouped together (a) 
Boundary change study for Brown & Cottingham and (b) Boundary change 
study involving Deer Park and Jesse Ketchum which would establish a middle 
pathway for Cottingham. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the program and accommodation drivers that are 
part of the TDSB’s Long-Term Program and accommodation Strategies. 
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Ian took the group through the Program Area Review Process explaining how 
we got to Step 3 (where the team currently is).  He explained the role of the 
PART and their function. 
 
Joyce Kwong explained the eight options that the LFT considered to bring us the 
current recommendation of status quo for September 2017, with a boundary 
change for 2018.  In 2018 addresses north of Brown JPS’ attendance area and 
north of Oriole Gardens to Deer Park Jr/Sr Ps will be affected.  All students who 
currently reside in the current attendance area for Brown as of 2017/2018 will 
be allowed to stay until graduation.  Also beginning September 2018 Brown’s SK 
French Immersion entry will be reduced to 30 students or 1 class. 
 
Joyce went on to explain the eight options based on enrolment, utilization and 
classrooms required why they wouldn’t work. 
 
Q:  What about new developments? 
A:  The Planning Department factored 11 new developments in this area 
(approx. 1000 units) as well as pupil yields as of December 2016. 
 
Jeff Latto spoke about the retrofits (based on Priority) for Deer Park Jr/Sr Ps.  He 
explained expanding the ISP room would make that a better space for those 
students and that the woodshop would yield two additional classrooms.  He 
explained the kitchen and staffroom retrofits and as a last resort the 
lunchroom. 
 
Q:  What is ISP? 
A:  ISP (Intensive Support Program) is a program designed for students with 
physical disabilities.  When they are all together a small space can be 
challenging.  This will give those students more room to accommodate the 
supports they need (e.g. wheelchairs, walkers, etc.). 
 
Q:  What happens to the lunchroom if Option #4 has to be implemented? 
A:  If we get there and need that space the students would have lunch in a 
different area of the school. 
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Q:  Students that are registering for 2018 will they be bound by the new 
change? 
A:  Yes 
Q:  Any chance that the grandfathering won’t happen? 
A:  No, grandfathering of existing students is past practice. 
 
Q:  What about siblings being factored into the grandfathering option? 
A:  Currently that is not a recommendation of the team, but we can bring that 
suggestion back to the Local Feasibility Team Program Area Review Team for 
consideration.  The issue is we cannot project for students that are not 
currently in the system. 
 
Q:  Why  is the PART looking to reduce the size of French Immersion entry 
cohort? 
A:  We are an English speaking public board and we are trying to find spaces for 
those students.  French Immersion is a program and you apply to the program 
not the location. Brown will continue to serve its own French catchment.  By 
reducing to 30 students we are saving 5 classrooms. 
 
Q:  Is Cottingham JPS closing? 
A:  No, all schools in this area of the City are full. 
 
Q:  What are the limits for exemptions? 
A:  Classrooms are loaded differently depending on needs.  90% of our schools 
need to be capped at 20 and 10% can be capped at 23.  Some schools have no 
space so we use as many exemptions as we can.  Normally resource rooms are 
used which gives a school no flexibility if they need more space.  Exemptions 
are just a short-term fix not a long term strategy. 
 
Q:  What is the justification for the 20 student cap? 
A:  The Ministry of Education mandates the classes for primary which is 20 and 
26 for kindergarten. 
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Q:  Does this take into account split classes in general? 
A:  No, there are spilt classes in every school.  How each school handles the 
combined classes is done differently.  This will not change the numbers. 
 
 
Q:  Where do you get the confidence that your projections are right given the 
number of proposed developments in the area? 
A:  We get the development information from the City of Toronto, and pupil 
yield averages are generated by Ward and tenure type.  We have planned out 
the numbers until 2026 given information that is available at the time 
projections are completed.  We review these every year and we look at student 
population annually.   
 
Q:  What practice is in place to verify where someone lives? 
A:  If you think that someone has provided false information please let the 
principal know.  Home visits are an option as well. 
 
Q:  Why is registration information only provided once? 
A:  Schools should be verifying a student’s personal information every year.  If a 
student has moved out the area during the school year the principal can revert 
them back to their home school.  The Education Act also allows the principal to 
ask for additional information. 
 
Q:  Will the staffing of the F.I. still be the same even though the class is now 30? 
A:  Yes there will be 1 teacher and 1 E.C.E.  A French Immersion class of 30 is not 
uncommon. 
 
Q:  Was the information about this meeting distributed to the neighbourhood? 
A:  Yes, it was distributed by backpack (with students) and mailed to addresses 
within 500m of the affected schools (Brown Jr PS and Deer Park Jr & Sr                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
PS).  Once the PART makes a recommendation, both the staff and PART reports 
will be posted online and community members will be notified. Before the 
reports go to the Board of Trustees, there will be an opportunity to dispute                                                    
at Planning and Priorities Committee (one week before Board). 
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Q:  At what point does the outdoor space issue at Brown JPS get addressed or 
included? 
A:  TDSB has a guideline of 150sq ft. of hard/soft space per pupil.  Outdoor 
space is not part of this study.  We look at indoor space and classroom space.  
Outdoor space is not funded.  The PART can make a recommendation for a 
Master Plan. 
 
Q:  How does the system rationalize closing schools like John Fisher PS? 
A:  John Fisher is not being closed and we have not sold Vaughan Road 
Academy.  We consolidate we are reluctant to sell properties in case we need 
them in the future. 
 
Q:  What are your thoughts on reducing daycare spaces? 
A:  This has already happened at Brown.  The TDSB and the City of Toronto are 
committed to childcare.  Childcare occupancy reviews are a last resort. 
 
Q:  Will Brown’s F.I. continue to feed into Glenview? 
A:  Currently yes, but you need to remember that you apply to the French 
program not the school. 
 
Q:  What are the criteria for the boundaries? 
A:  We use the street guides.  There are historical boundaries as well that pre-
date amalgamation. 

Next Steps: 
 

Final Program Area Review Team Meeting is April 18th, 2017.  The team will 
review comments and decide on recommendations.  They will also review the 
recommendations from parents of adding siblings to the grandfathering option 
and developing a Master Plan for Brown’s play area. 
 
The Team will submit their recommendations to the Central Accommodations 
Team in May 2017 with recommendations going to the Board of Trustee’s on 
June 21st, 2017. 

 

Adjournment 8:25pm  
 


